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Abstract

The phenomenon of power, exercised through the issue of gender and sexuality, is represented in
Indonesia along with different regimes. However, the gendered body becomes the target of
experienced body politics. Thus, this article aims at investigating the body politics of the gendered
subjects as revealed in Indonesian Post-Reform films entitled The Dancer (Sang Penan) and
Memories of My Body (Kucumbu Tubuh Indahku). This study used the narrative method by applying
Yuval-Davis' theory. Through these two films, this paper argues that the intersection of gender and
sexuality leads to the othering process of the gendered body through the notion of the Indonesian
Communist Party (PKI). Further, the ambivalence construction of motherhood, which essentially deals
with femininity, is practised toward the gendered bodies. However, the power relation positions the
gendered subjects paradoxically by mystifying their body and also demystifying their existence. This
shifting is operated under altered discourse in different regimes. Further, biopower is exercised not
only by regulating the body but also by subjugating them through sexual slander. Indeed, it leads
them to be demonized as PKI regarding the regime's agenda in maintaining the Indonesian collective
trauma of the 1965 Genocide. However, the gendered subjects define themselves as a subject
through their agency by submitting to the master narrative.
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