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Abstract

Banyumas as one of the bases of Indonesian Migrant Workers (BMI), annually dispatches about
2.000 Women Migrant Workers (BMP). Parenting is then replaced by the father's role. This
study aimed to identify the role of father in child care. The study used a constructivist paradigm
becaouse of the consideration that is the paradigm has the ability to reveal details of a particular
community culture by understanding its natural cultural arrangement by research
subjectÃ¢Â€Â™s point of view. The method used is qualitative, requiring the skill of the
researcher to reveal the thick description about the daily life of the child left behind in Banyumas
Regency among 10 informants as participants of this research. The research result showed that
when the mother left the children to go abroad as migrant worker, the fatherÃ¢Â€Â™s role to
nurture the child became important. When the early childhood, fathers had significant roles for
instrumental and expressive functions. Meanwhile, while the children were teenagers and had
more complex problems, the father was needed to be more communicative, assertive, and able
to reflective listen to the childrenÃ¢Â€Â™s problems and feeling. Therefore, for the women
migrantÃ¢Â€Â™s family; the tougher the father, the stronger the family. It means that the father
should have the strong will, willing to harder work, and also willing to more learn about how to
practice authoritative parenting.
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