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Abstract

This study aims to decipher the use of authorial pronoun we as a politeness strategy in the EFL
academic writing. The data consist of 56 published research articles taken from the Corpus of
State University of Malang Indonesian LearnersÃ¢Â€Â™ English. The articles were written by
Indonesian undergraduate students co-authored with their thesis supervisors. Attempting to
categorize pronoun we into inclusive, exclusive, and ambiguous types in the co-authored texts,
we identify seven functions of the authorial pronoun. The result unveils that the ambiguous
authorial pronoun we appear to be the most frequently used politeness device to minimize face
threatening acts (FTA).
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