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Abstract

Trade with marine species as ornamentals is an important sector of the international pet trade. The
vast majority of these species are collected from the wild and one of the top supplying countries is
Indonesia. Detailed evidence on trade with marine resources in Indonesia is lacking or it is hardly
accessible. Moreover, the exploitation of ornamental species seems to be mostly uncontrolled. This
study presents detailed characteristics of such trade for Indonesia, including the offered species, their
sizes, prices, and conservation status, based on data and information obtained from wholesalers in
2018. The main provinces of marine wildlife collecting are also identified. In total, 777 marine
vertebrate and invertebrate species were traded, belonging to 174 families including two species
classified as endangered: Banggai cardinal fish (Pterapogon kauderni) and zebra shark (Stegostoma
fasciatum). Commonly traded was red lionfish (Pterois volitans), known to be a successful invader.
The volume of ornamental marine fish exported from Indonesia in period 2015-2019 was 3 353 983
kgs sold for 33 123 218 USD. The province of Bali was identified as the main exporter of ornamental
marine fish within Indonesia. These findings should help to establish sustainable exploitation of
marine resources in relation to conservation and wildlife management.
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